Our days’ activities reached a climax in the sharing of Holy Communion, as we offered to God all that we knew ourselves to be, and all that we hoped we could become, and received from God the very best that He has offered. A deep and abiding blessing indeed!

Since the Vision Day, many of the participants have been keen to share their enjoyment and excitement.  The day was always intended to be the beginning of a process, not an ending, and so the ministry team are working with the mass of information and reflection we gathered to discern the most appropriate way to lead us as disciples of Jesus in this place. Some of the strongest desires expressed were for a deepening of our prayer life, a growth in our Christian learning through bible study and discussion, and an extension of our fellowship through weekday groups meeting in individuals’ homes. These are our priorities and as a first step we would like to invite you to join one of the new discussion groups which will be held at various venues and times around the benefice during Lent (details to follow shortly). These will run for five weeks in the first instance, but we hope may produce the kernel of new home groups around the villages.
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Thank you to everyone who participated and contributed, who shared and received, who prayed, listened and spoke. We knew the Holy Spirit to be present amongst us and we look forward eagerly to the mission and ministry of this benefice flourishing!

Upper Itchen Vision Day
Bramdean and Hinton Ampner Village Hall
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30th January 2011

We were truly blessed on our first Upper Itchen Vision Day: an engaging, uplifting and hopeful event which invited the Word of God to speak in our midst, and which probed into the hearts and minds of those who participated.

After gathering to the smell of coffee and croissants, the day was framed within the Eucharist. We worshipped together with the first part of a Communion service. We heard the Gospel telling of how Jesus attracted and called his first disciples on the shore of Lake Galilee to leave their nets and follow him, as he would make them fishers of men. This call to be a follower of Jesus was the foundation of the day, as we reflected on what it means to be a disciple. Bruce took us deeper into this subject with a complementary reflection on the ‘call’ of the wise men to seek the infant Jesus.  He invited us to share stories of individuals who have been significant signposts on our own journeys of faith and we recalled parents, relatives, school teachers, friends, colleagues, ministers and fellow Christians who have inspired and shaped our faith in God and Christian living. This led to an exploration of the qualities that best define and express living as the disciples of Jesus.

Debbie and Alexandra then led an exercise in identifying and valuing the best in what we have to offer, both individually and corporately. We began by Dreaming Dreams. Working in twos or threes we each voiced our dreams of what our churches and communities might look like if the Kingdom of God had truly come, on earth as it is in heaven. With our Christian aspirations firmly rooted in our benefice, we then cherished our Brilliant Benefice, by identifying and celebrating those areas of our identity, ministry and mission which seem to be most effective in drawing us towards that Vision of Kingdom living. Lastly we returned to the significant people of our own pasts who had helped to inspire and nurture our faith and we questioned what qualities they possessed which made them such inspirational signposts.
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As we pondered and discussed, everyone was invited to jot down their ideas on post it notes which were then stuck on posters around the room, so that everyone’s contribution could be equally appreciated.

Another feature of the day (and something which came up as one of our strengths) was the hospitality and food which we all enjoyed. We shared a delicious lunch together before reconvening for a profound prayer meditation, on our earlier gospel passage, led by Debbie. 

Following the Ignatian tradition of prayer we were invited to use our senses to feel ourselves into the scene, to be present with Jesus and the disciples and other characters, and to be aware of our own role and participation in the event. For many this was a revelatory and deeply moving part of the day.

Alex then set us to work making sense and exploring more deeply the contributions from the morning.  Divided into 3 groups we sorted into themes the ideas on our posters: Christian Characteristics, Dreaming Dreams, and Brilliant Benefice. The discussions in these groups were some of the most searching and productive of the day, not least because many of us were working with individuals from other parts of the benefice whom we didn’t know very well, but whom the atmosphere of the day enabled us to see as friends and fellow travellers on the Christian journey. Reconvening for a plenary session it was evident that our discussions covered areas of mission, liturgy, ecclesiology, doctrine, outreach, ecumenism, apologetics and more.  There was a clear thirst for the opportunity to engage on this sort of a level much more as the real foundations of our faith were being exercised and enriched.
