Growing Remembrance
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A memorable evening that raised nearly £2000 towards the All Saints Church, Hinton Ampner repair fund.  The Ralph Dutton legacy, had been depleted after essential repairs, required by the quinquennial review.  (Recent events have shown, better to replenish funds while the sun shines, rather than wait for the rains to come in).
The sun shone.  Over eighty ticket holders came to see the recently completed works and, thanks to the generosity of the National Trust, wander the formal gardens on a warm, spring evening.  Wine too was donated by The Naked Grape at Alresford, and a number of guests took advantage of both the setting and the glass of wine to enjoy a picnic at Hinton Ampner House, before settling down to listen to David Childs’ absorbing, illustrated talk about the National Memorial Arboretum.
Growing Remembrance had sold out two weeks before the audience crowded into the ornate dining room of this elegant National Trust property.  The perfect backdrop for a thought provoking talk by the founder of the; National Memorial Arboretum, Millennium Chapel and Armed Forces Memorial, created out of 150 acres of disused gravel workings, near Lichfield, in Staffordshire.  
We soon discovered the breathtaking scope of the concept and the tenacity with which the project was tackled, plus of course the inevitable set backs.  There are no worms in a disused, sterile quarry, so how do you even begin to grow trees?  David was presented with a worm by one grateful organisation and a CBE from a grateful nation.  We learnt about the thought and sensitivity needed to turn a gravel pit into trees and memorials devoted to the concept of remembrance.  How the inspiration came from the Leonard Cheshire Foundation.  The phone calls to acquaintances and the frustrating waits between them.  A flood that set back planting and the occasional rejection, before the project gained a momentum of its own and could be handed over to the Royal British Legion as a national icon.  How a section of the Burma Railway was transported courtesy of the Royal Fleet Auxiliary and how at the opening ceremony survivors sat lost in memories on that symbolic track.  How too the Armed Forces Memorial, dedicated to those who have died serving their country since World War 2 was opened by the Queen in October 2007.  We heard about the empty tablets of stone waiting for new names to be cut each spring at the rate of 3 letters an hour.  We learnt about the Millennium Chapel and the Remembrance Service held at 1100 every day.  The altar, pulpit and lectern were all carved by the inmates of Swinfen Hall Young Offenders Institute, just a few miles from the Arboretum.  The altar has two texts carved on it; “When I was in prison ye visited me” and “What they doest in private thy Father will reward thee openly”.  David shared all this and much more with us, keeping us enthralled until the end, so that the audience were left in no doubt about the importance of this remarkable feat, spoken so modestly by its founder.
David signed copies of his Book “Growing Remembrance” after the talk and gave the profits to the “Ralph Dutton” fund.  Raffle prizes including visits to historic gardens and properties were also given by; David Childs, The National Trust, Sir Harold Hillier Gardens, Titsey Estate, Weald and Downland Museum, Jane Austen’s House and West Dean Gardens.  Champagne was donated by Charles Stanley and UPM Tilhill and flowers by The Real Flower Company.
Debbie Thompson concluded the evening by thanking David Childs on behalf of All Saints.  Debbie likened David’s ability to that of Capability Brown, which will endure for generations, mature and evolve, but always be there.  His concept of Remembrance is an inspiring legacy to leave to future generations.  We could not fail but be touched by David’s talk so now it’s off to the Arboretum to seek out a memorial or even plant a tree.

Anyone who would like to donate to the repair fund or buy a copy of Growing Remembrance by David Childs can do so by contacting David Templeman (templeman@turnpike-cottage.freeserve.co.uk or telephone 01962 793009).
